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The Profession of Psychiatry, the State, U.S. Aid,
and Civil Society:
Mental Health Care in Taiwan, 1945-1970

Yu-chuan Wu

Associate Research Fellow, Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

This paper examines mental health provision in Taiwan in the period
between 1945 and 1970, aiming to elucidate the different perspectives and
strategies adopted by the nascent psychiatric profession, the state, the U.S.
aid agencies, and civil society with regard to the management and care of
mentally ill patients. The care of mentally ill patients was not only a
medical issue but also a political, social, and security one. The psychiatric
profession, the state, and civil society had each developed different ways
of understanding, framing, and coping with the problems posed by mentally
ill patients. There were consensus and cooperation, but it was differences
and conflicts that were more common. This history left many tangible and
intangible legacies, of which the most notable was those large custodial
institutions built in the 1960s and 1970s. These institutions’ medicalization
and modernization became a major task for the mental health care system
in the remaining years of the twentieth century.

Keywords: mental health care, psychosis, Hsikou Mental Hospital,
Kaohsiung Mental Hospital, Yuli Mental Hospital, “deserted soldiers
and vagrants”, medical assistance for low-income families
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